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1 . S This communication is responsive to aPDlicatlon filed on 4/18/2002 . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 11 -24 {Rule 1 .26)foroalnal 10-23) . 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 18 April 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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Preliminary Amendment Acl^nowledgement 

Acknowledgment is made of Preliminary Amendment filed on 4/1 8/2002, In which 
original claims 1-10, were canceled and new claims 11 -24 (Rule 1 .26) were added. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1 1-24 (Rule 1 .26) are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Independent claim 1 1 , more particularly define the method of selecting a storage 
medium (disk) from a plurality of storage medium in a playback apparatus. The method 
comprise the step of determining a playback probability as a function of a time assigned 
to the payback apparatus for a respective disk for reading and reproducing. The time Is 
longer for a lower playback probability for the respective disk. The time is calculated 
individually for each disk and used in calculating playback probability. The method 
Includes realizing a disk with lowest playback probability for ejection form the apparatus. 
These particulars combined with remaining claim elements are not suggested in the 
prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Blakeway et al in US 5,185,727, disclose a disk changer wherein a playback 
probability is established for each disk and when the disk has to be removed the one 
with lowest probability is extracted. However the playback probabilities of the disks are 
all calculated over the same period (since the previous inspection). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALI NEYZARI whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7622. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9:00 AM TO 5:30 PM. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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